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It is with great pleasure that I invite you to deepen your experience of the  

Godspell.

Godspell is essentially about a 

Anniversary production.  By experiencing the show as an audience 

Godspell is one of those rare and unique breeds of shows that allows 

into what they want it to be.  I encourage you to use your own creativity 

and unique gifts to shape your experiences of Godspell

Ken Davenport
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THE STORY OF
THIS IS THE BEGINNING...
 

Godspell

and directed by John-Michael Tebelak.  The show transferred for a ten week run to 

Godspell

The show centers on a group of followers who are called to gather together to 

to face challenges and obstacles as they are tested along the way.
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is charged with bringing a range of 

stories to life for the audience utilizing 

a host of theatrical devices including 

and varied song stylings.  Goldstein 

experience through Godspell



PREPARE YE
Ideas for students to consider before seeing the show

Godspell

experience.

 and follow the buzz circulating the production on 

Twitter

the choreography help?  Godspell

 Take a peek at the discussion questions in the Did You See That?! section of the guide.  

expectations of the play are.  What will you see on stage?  What will the story be like?  How 

will the characters interact with each other?  How will it begin and end?  

AUDIENCE EXPECTATIONS
Going to see a Broadway show is an incredibly exciting and entertaining experience.  In order 

Take your seat

Turn off your cell phone

Get ready to watch carefully

Let the actors do the talking

Show your appreciation

a standing ovation.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH STEPHEN SCHWARTZ
“A-ONE, A-TWO, A-ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR!”

to Godspell Pippin The Magic Show

Wife Working

Rags Children of Eden

Wicked. He collaborated with Leonard Bernstein on 

. 

Captain Louie and My Son Pinocchio

collaborated with Alan Menken on the songs for 

recently been given a star on the Hollywood Walk of 

trophies.

What inspired you initially about getting involved 
Godspell?

Stephen Schwartz

These parables and stories have been around for 

realized that they could be funny. 

Could you describe your creative process of 
combining the parable stories with the classic 
hymns and your own ideas?
Stephen Schwartz

because each of the songs features a different one 

of the characters as the lead singer.  Having seen 

its own pop identity.

There were a few other songs in the show that 

to this new production - can you talk about the 
new additions?
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Stephen Schwartz

original show.  It was written in rehearsal because 

it.

concert following the LA riots.  That version of the 

song subsequently began to be incorporated into 

production as well.

What about this new production excites you? 
Stephen Schwartz Godspell

with.

What do you think it is about Godspell that 
makes it such an endearing show and still makes 
it relevant in its 40th anniversary production?
Stephen Schwartz

Godspell 

Godspell

Godspell is never intended to be preachy or to be 

Is there a theme that runs through your musical 
theater work?
Stephen Schwartz

and over again.  I probably have two or three.  

past. 

I think I deal a lot with characters who see 

to Godspell

I frequently deal with regarding relationships 

Godspell.)

What advice would you have for aspiring 
composers/lyricists?
Stephen Schwartz

learning what you respond to in all different kinds 

get a group together to read or sing through what 

to see how people respond to it.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH 
  HUNTER PARRISH
Parrish reprises his role as Silas Botwin on the seventh 

Spring Awakening.

Godspell is different than 
your other roles - what have your preparations been like?
Hunter Parrish Godspell,

- that we are all beautiful lights and that we should 

You play such a charismatic and inspiring character.  Who 
would you say inspires you?
Hunter Parrish
Godspell

There is a great deal of improvisation and creativity in the 
show - what has that experience been like for you?
Hunter Parrish

and you bring your own ideas to it.  With Godspell

that Danny the director has set up - you can be 

process.

Do you think there 
is a special kind of 
community created 
at a Broadway show?  
With Godspell?
Hunter Parrish
Absolutely.  I 

grew up loving 

would save the 

left there.  With Godspell

Godspell

What overall lessons do you think there are to be learned 
from Godspell?
Hunter Parrish

Godspell

structured - this production is the antithesis of that.  

have fun.

How did you get your start in theater?
Hunter Parrish
years old and I saw Cats on Broadway.  I saw all 

was until I was older and understood the world a 

I knew that it looked like fun that I wanted to be a 

part of whatever story they were telling on stage.

©  Michael  Muller
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ANNA MARIA PEREZ DE TAGLE
AN INTERVIEW WITH

She is best known for 

her role as Ashley 

Dewitt on the Disney 

picture 

Lakeshore) and the 

Can you describe your character?
Anna Maria Perez de Tagle

innocent pure one who instantly follows Jesus 

What role does your character play in the 
ensemble?
Anna Maria Perez de Tagle

shell.  I think she was called to be in that group 

because she really wants to break out and be 

heard.  This particular group of people allows 

her to do that.

to create the Godspell community?
Anna Maria Perez de Tagle

special ways.  We all have distinct voices for 

everyone is in for a great show.   The key 

Godspell

undying love for all people.  We are that kind 

of group in that we are all so unique in our 

Godspell

What has the rehearsal process been like to put 
together such a creative show?
Anna Maria Perez de Tagle

every day.  The story and the songs will be the 

What in your acting or theatre experiences 
prepared you for your role in Godspell?
Anna Maria Perez de Tagle

What message do you think Godspell holds for 
audiences?
Anna Maria Perez de Tagle

They are not only going to be leaving the theater 

singing the great Stephen Schwartz songs -- the 

Godspell

about loving people and doing what you think is 

right.
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BY MY SIDE
Godspell

Godspell

people involved with the production.

Godspell.

other theater fans.  Get updates on 

Godspell and other Broadway events.
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 LEARN YOUR LESSONS WELL
 The cross curricular exercises on the following pages are intended to help you utilize the play to 

WRITING
of view with reasons.

task and purpose.

SPEAKING & LISTENING

READING
in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond 

Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents 

WRITING
relevant evidence.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 

publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with 

others.

SPEAKING & LISTENING

issue under study.

LANGUAGE ARTS

analysis of content.

well-structured event sequences.

assess the usefulness of each source in answering the re-

-

SOCIAL STUDIES

VISUAL ARTS
processes

disciplines

9
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DID YOU SEE THAT?!
Godspell

Why?

Godspell

Godspell offer words to live by.  What lessons will you 

In Godspell bully.  

Godspell to create a caring 



WWW.GODSPELL.COM
11

DID YOU SEE THAT?!

audience relationship?

Godspell is saying to audiences?

Godspell

production?  What would you bring to the production?

Godspell is that 

we all have talents that we should let shine.  What talents do you possess that you 

could share with others?

Godspell is still relevant today because groups in 
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ELEMENTARY
YOUR TASK

because because

because because
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ELEMENTARY
YOUR TASK

Godspell

helps out a stranger in need.

you like.
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ELEMENTARY
YOUR TASK  The cast of Godspell
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Middle school

  - 

repeats around the circle until everyone has contributed.

 NAME VARIATION - students stand in a circle.  The group leader says 

FOR TEACHERS Godspell

 - 

 - students stand in a circle.  The group leader initiates a swoosh gesture with 

 - 

reached a high point.

 

 - 
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Middle school

YOUR TASK

Godspell

idiom

A Blessing in Disguise

A Shot in the Dark

Actions Speak Louder than Words

It Takes Two to Tango

Practice Makes Perfect
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Middle school

YOUR TASK Godspell to another.  This letter 

Which character would you choose to write the letter?  Why?

Which character would you write the letter to?  Why?



YOUR TASK
Then use your interpretation to write an essay in which you agree or disagree with the 

essay.

Judge not, that you yourself not be judged.

you feel as you do.  

WWW.GODSPELL.COM
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Language arts



YOUR TASK

Turn back, O man, forswear thy* foolish ways.

Old now is Earth, and none may count her days.

Da-da-da-da-da

Yet thou*

Still wilt not hear thine* inner God proclaim,

Turn back, O man

Turn back, O man

Turn back, O man

Forswear thy foolish ways.

audience?

and at the end?  What effect does this have?

need to hear?

WWW.GODSPELL.COM
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Language arts

* “thy”= “your” “thou”= “you” “thine”= “your”
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Social studies
YOUR TASK Godspell

because it presents philosophers and thinkers who have contrasting ideas.  There are 
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Social studies
YOUR TASK
Godspell
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Visual arts
YOUR TASK

your effect.

Notice the use of black and white 

to create strong contrast and 

bring a powerful graphic look to 

the work.  

Which contrasting patterns will 

you utilize in your work?  

The subtle use of the color red 

cheek.  

What colors will you use to 

touches?  

that captures your attention and 

adds to the graceful look.  

artistic work?  How is it present 

utilize it in your portrait? 
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Visual arts
YOUR TASK

new art that tells a story.

In the production of Godspell

What story does it tell?
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RESOURCES
Godspell

Inside perspective on producing Godspell

Godspell

Godspell Vocal Selections

CAN YOU MAKE IT ALL THE WAY TO THE BROADWAY HALL OF FAME? 


